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of its existence was, within the space of a few days, anni-
hilated by the wind of adversity. When, however, Behram
was born, he was for some time respited from the grasp of
destiny, and his father, who had conceived hopes that he
would live, ordered the astrologers to cast his horoscope
and to inform themselves about his fate. After completing
their investigations, these scholars reported to the king
that the life of his son would have a prosperous beginning
and a laudable end, that he would grow up to man's estate
abroad, become valiant and bold, and be the heir and ruler
of the kingdom of Ardeshir; also, that his eloquence and
learning would be equal to his bravery. Yazdejerd, being
pleased with this news, searched for a salubrious and
pleasant locality with good water, where he might bring up
his son. Various intelligent men recommended Hira, in
the country of Arabia, and Yaxdejerd, consenting to the
proposal, sent for No'man Bin Amrulqais, who was his
viceroy in Arabia, entrusted Behram to his care, and
advised him to select in his country a pleasant spot, dis-
tinguished by its good water and temperate air. No'man
thereon convoyed Behram to his own. country and ap-
pointed three nurses to take care of him. Kbn Athir
reports in his chronicle that, when NVrnfm had returned
from Erftn, he searched for a builder, and heard that in
a certain pruvice of Bum there was an elegant and quick
architect, Samnar by name, for whom ho accordingly sent,
employing, for the purpose of inviting him, sweet-spoken
messengers, who brought him with the celerity of wind and
lightning. By the command of No'man, this architect
selected a place appropriate for building, and laid at a
propitious hour the foundations of two lofty castles. When
the height of the walls had been raised to tho stature of a
man, Samnar concealed himself, but again made his appear-
ance some time afterwards, explaining that in tho con-
struction of so high an edifice this delay was appropriate
[to give time to tho walls to settle], and bogged to bo ex-
cused. When both the said castles were finished, one of
thorn was named Sadir, and tho other Havarnak. Ebri